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Synopsis

Demystifies the scholarship selection process Write winning essays and get financial aid Need
money for college? This simple, straightforward guide shows you how to find scholarships, grants,
and other "free money" to use toward your college expenses. You get expert advice on applying for
federal grants, participating in state tuition plans, competing for scholarships from private
organizations, and more - with tips on avoiding scams, completing your applications on time, and
finding financial aid from unlikely sources. The Dummies Way * Explanations in plain English * "Get
in, get out" information * Icons and other navigational aids * Tear-out cheat sheet * Top ten lists * A

dash of humor and fun
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Customer Reviews

David Rosen and Caryn Mladen, the authors, cover every route for paying for college: Scholarships,
grants, low interest or interest-free loans, tuition discounts, and other stuff. With that said, | found
half useful and the other half irrelevant and repetitive. This book gives good tips on what payment
plans do and don’t work. Like how working during college to pay your expenses is a bad idea.They
also talk about scams, joining the military, athletic scholarships, and other means of reducing your
tuition. The best part of the book is how they help you discover what makes you unique and how to
use that to win grants, scholarships, and discounted tuition.After reading this Dummies book, | can
now assist my friends and myself with getting free/discounted tuition.Here are a few good tips
provided in the book:- Some states have early deadlines, so completing your FAFSA as soon as

possible is a must. Most states funds require your FAFSA to be completed.- No scholarships are



guaranteed, so don’t pay money to get a scholarship or for someone to find it for you because most
likely it is a scam.- Apply to many small scholarship because they have low competition, helps you
winner bigger ones, and they can add up quite nicely.- When applying to scholarship, presentation
is the key. Attach a cover letter, print on high quality paper and contact the scholarship committee’s
office after your submission.- College is a business, so you can negotiate a deal on your tuition.
However finish college early because the price will keep on rising.- You can get your student loans

forgiven by working for a low income school for 3-5 years.

| didn’t find this book very helpful. They LOVE LOVE LOVE the FASFA and mention it 2000 times!
Yes, we all know about the FASFA as we have notices and meetings at my child’s school about this
a few times a year and many emails. But, what the author doesn’t tell you is unless you’re in poverty
level, the FEDS aren’t going to give you anything. What | NEED is to find scholarships for my bright
hardworking kid who is SECOND in her class of 400, and has a 4.5 GPA. Where are the
scholarships for goods who don’t have a 140 1Q, who didn’t get a 30+ on their ACT, but who worked
their butts off in HS and will most likely do the same in college, thus boosting the college’s

graduation and grade point rates. | would not recommend this book.

| originally borrowed this book from my local library but after reading through it a bit, | knew | had to
have it! The information is good and easy to understand. | recommend it for anyone seriously
looking into alternative ways of paying for college or just understanding what is going on around

them.

Most of the information you can find online. Yet if you want the information in a book so you dont
have to go searching then the book is very useful. A suggestion, look at the contents and see if you
feel the book is worth buying.It also have some information that may be hard to find online like exact
places and addresses and even numbers. But as | read through this, personally for me that always
looking stuff online, it basically put into a book.I will say that if you a student in highschool getting
ready for college, then this book is super beneficial for you. It gives you a heads up of what to do
and look for and gives you information that sometimes people wont give you when you starting out
college. You wont regret it, and you be more at ease because many stuff u need to know is in one
book.l do enjoy the sample essays and what to put and not put into an essay for scholarship and
why. That part was new for me and | appreciate it very much. Now | can write better essays with the

recommendations given in this book.



| don’t think this was available twenty years ago, and | know that | cannot find this info easily on the
internet.This book was great.l got a great deal on it as | thought it would seem very foolish to invest
a bunch of money in a book about getting free money.If your local library has a copy....nmmmm???
Even better.Mine didn’t. This gave some helpful advice on what is and what is not a scholarship or
grant. How to use them and how you can use them and that even though you’ve been led to believe
that you do not qualify....you probably do.There really are loads of opportunities for funds out there.

Give it a try.

| expected a mix of some basic information and new sources or ideas, but there was really nothing
new here. This might be a good resource for someone who has never been exposed to any facet of
financing a college education or someone who wants to go into a field for which the education can
be free, but you won'’t find anything too useful if you've already made your plans, or taken out loans,

completed a FAFSA and researched on-line unless you just need a review or the process.

This book is good for starting the search for college and how to pay for it. | recomend this for any
body who wants a college education, child or adult. (Financial Aid itsn’t just for kids.) There are lots
of ways to get finanical aid if you fill out the forms and make the dead lines.
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